BASF Wy ndotie Cor poration ’ij \\{' h
ERLE

Wyandotte, Michigin 43172
313 282-3300

Scptember 5, 1975

RECEIVED

Mr. Robert J. Courchaine ‘ \
Chicf Engineer VJterQuﬂ COﬂUO
Michigan Vater Resources Commission )
Stevens T. Mason Building

Lansing, Michigan 48926

Dear Mr. Courchaine:

Attached is a report of a seepage loss of styrene to the ground
waters of our plant area. The loss occurred over a period of
several weeks in August, but was not detected until 2Rugust 27
when it was promptly reported to Mr. Wayne Denniston. We are
following the suggestions of Michigan Water Resources staff
members in our recovery efforts on this material. Our efforts
in this area are continuing.

If you have any questions in this matter, please do not hesitate
to contact me. '

Very truly youfs,

BASF WYANDOTTE CORPORATION

éelsfgn, nuperlnteident

Pollutlon Control Department
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Purstant (o the provisions of Act 245 of the Pubhic Acts of Michigan 1229 as amoended, regulnbons hove boon e
vhich require that all ownirs, managers or operators ob vesscls, ol storage or on land facihibes shalt nobfy tee VY
Recourcas Comunission or his wuthorized ropresentative of ait, salt and polluting malerial losses. This notdicaten « il
made promp!ly by telephone or e egraph, giving briclly the particulars, and by mail, giving a detailed account of v
and condilions.

Daze Ccnp ny Nanme T
September 5, 1975 PASF Vyandotte Corporation L o

Locanon of Loss (Oe Specihg)

Corporation's Wvandotte Polyol Plant ' ) )

Wyandotte, Michigan u N

Matenial Lost Amoung Hame of surlace waler nvolved

Styrene - About 15,000 gall Ground Water o

D212 Locs was Discoverea Time of Discovery

August 27, 1975 6:00 p.m. .

teme of Cepartment of Natural Resaurces Representative Contacted

Mr. Wayne Denniston

Teiephoned or leegeancd by ¥whom

W. J. Leisten ~ : 7:30 p.m.

Ceuce of Less (Incluce X_y;,:- of Equipment anag Oter Detais)

Sce back of this sheet.

t.3lure of Loss (Inciude Comglete Descrnipltion of Lanage)
tyrene is lighter than water and is also insoluble in it. The
seepage colleccted on top of the ground water table and in a piant
able trench. Tests of the plant outfall stream failed to dis-
close detectable 1inmits of styrene from which we concluded that
ncne escapcd to the Detroit River. To date, we have recovercd
approximately 52% oI the material lost and recovery efforts are

com_lnulng___ _ e
[ Acccnal Comr wits {inclucge Me: 103 of Corin o fla-3 for Prevention of Recurrenco, eic))

We are revising our Engineering Standards to improve our dike constructicn

to contain all leaks from tanked critical materlals. The styrene tank will

be brought up to the new standards.

Company tume Oy (‘2|gna.un.)

BASF Viyandotte Corporation 1,/‘1%

Return this form to:

Department of Notural Fesouices _
Burcau of Waler Management 24 hr. Emergency Notification Number
8th Floor Stevens T. Mason Bldg. _ 517 — 373-76G0
Lansing, Michigan 48926
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Cause of ILoss

The loss occurred from a new storage tank in a newly diked tank
farm. A small hole in the bottom of the tank esceped detection
during fabricatior and testing. The tank was originally loaded
with aboﬁt 19,000 gallons of styrene about July 19th. On

August 27 plant personnel detected the odor of styrene in the
area. A check of the tank indicated that 15,000 gallons had
seecped into the ground water. The leak was not contained in the
diked area as it flowed under the tank foundation and, thus

escaped collection in the compacted clay bottom diked area.





